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Mission Statement:
The North Branch Land Trust works in partnership with landowners and their communities to 
conserve the natural, working, and scenic landscapes in Northeastern Pennsylvania that sustain us.

Letter from the Executive Director

Paul Lumia, Executive Director

Richard Louv, author of the groundbreaking book 
Last Child in the Woods: Saving Our Children From 
Nature-Defi cit Disorder, and an NBLT event speaker 
this past year, tells the story of interviewing a child 
who  told him that he liked playing indoors more 
than outdoors “’cause that’s where all the electrical 
outlets are.”

There have been many studies conducted over the 
years that clearly show the benefi ts and importance 
of getting kids outdoors and connecting them with 

nature. Specifi cally studies show time and again that 
allowing kids to play in nature promotes creativity 
and imagination, teaches responsibility, improves 
health and wellness, reduces stress and fatigue, and 
improves critical thinking.

So while screen time is the easier, more popular 
choice, it’s important to set aside time for 
unstructured outdoor play. This unstructured style 
of play allows kids to interact meaningfully with 
their surroundings. They can think more freely, 
design their own activities, and approach the world 
in inventive ways.

NBLT is committed to promoting and holding 
activities in nature for children. We feel connecting 
kids, as well as adults, to nature is extremely 
important as it improves their wellbeing and builds 
awareness of nature in their lives. Conserving 
land ensures that our children will always have 
the opportunity to enjoy and reap the benefi ts of 
nature’s bounty. Our children are our future! 

Thank you for supporting NBLT and land 
conservation in Northeastern Pennsylvania.

of getting kids outdoors and connecting them with 

Toasting marshmallows at Taste the Local Harvest Elizabeth Hughes (Earth Conservancy), Mike Dziak
(Earth Conservancy), Paul Lumia, and Wyoming Seminary 
Lower School Environmental Club students discussing their 
artwork donated for the Annual Dinner.

Young hiker observing a stream
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YEAR IN REVIEW
NATURE IS THE BEST

PLAYGROUND FOR ALL AGES!
North Branch Land Trust offered many programs
and events during 2018. The highlight was welcoming 
renowned New York Times bestselling author,
Richard Louv to Wyoming Valley on October 17. 
Through the partnering of Geisinger, NBLT, Riverfront 
Parks Committee, and Wilkes University, Mr. Louv 
addressed an audience in the Dorothy Dixon Darte 
Center at Wilkes on The Nature Principle: Nature-Defi cit 
Disorder, Vitamin N and the New Nature Movement. 
Following his talk, Mr. Louv answered a number of 
questions from the audience and ended the evening 
with a book signing.

During Mr. Louv’s talk he spoke of the many benefi ts 
of modern technology and spoke of studies showing 
positive health  benefi ts for children who have a strong 
“nature connection.” From his book Last Child in the 
Woods: Saving Our Children from Nature-Defi cit 
Disorder he explains nature-defi cit disorder (a phrase 
he coined) as describing “the human costs of alienation 
from nature, among them: diminished use of the senses, 
attention diffi culties, and higher rates of physical 
and emotional illness. This disorder can be detected 
in individuals, families, and 
communities.”

As studies have shown,
our natural world is vital
for our good physical and 
emotional health. NBLT 
will continue to offer 
opportunities for all ages
to discover the wonders
of our land and nature.
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Time in
nature is not 
leisure time; 

it’s an
essential 

investment
in our 

children’s 
health

(and also,
by the way,

in our own).
~ Richard Louv

NBLT on safari with Africa Through Your Lens

Winter hike

Winter Picnic

Taste the Local Harvest

Richard Louv (center) with NBLT staff

Chesapeake Bay Foundation tree planting by NBLT volunteers
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Get Your Tail on the D&L Trail
Have  you heard? Pocono Forests 
and Waters Conservation Landscape 
and the City of Wilkes-Barre 
have joined forces with St. Luke’s 
University Health Network and 
Delaware & Lehigh National 
Heritage Corridor (D&L) to launch 
the Northeastern Pennsylvania 
chapter of “Get Your Tail on the 
Trail.” The free program aims to 
help people of all ages and abilities 
meet their personal fi tness goals 
and experience the value of local 
trails through day-to-day challenges, 
public events, and incentives. The 
announcement was made Friday, 
July 13, 2018, as state Senator 
John Yudichak (D-Luzerne/Carbon 
counties) fi nished the last leg of his 
Senator Takes a Hike Initiative on 
the D&L Trail into Wilkes-Barre.

To help with this initiative North 
Branch Land Trust is working hard 
to complete the fi nal six miles of 
the D&L trail from Oliver Mills to 
Northampton Street. NBLT just 
completed the engineering plans 
and is now applying for construction 
permits, hoping to break ground in 
early summer 2019.
So what is this “Senator Takes a Hike 
Initiative?” Senator Yudichak, a long-
time D&L trail advocate, fulfi lled a 
promise and brought awareness to 
the trail project by hiking the entire 
165 miles from Bristol to Wilkes-
Barre. Senator Yudichak stated at a 
trail planning meeting in early 2018 
that if the Philadelphia Eagles won 
the Super Bowl he would hike the 
trail from start to fi nish. And he did. 
Thank you Senator Yudichak!!! 

For more information about the D&L Trail from
Bristol to Wilkes-Barre visit:

THE D&L MAP WEBSITE
https://delawareandlehigh.org/map/

GET YOUR TAIL ON THE TRAIL WEBSITE
https://tailonthetrail.org/chapters/northeast-pennsylvania/

THE NBLT WEBSITE
https://www.nblt.org/
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Rylan Coker (NBLT), Senator Yudichak, and Elissa Garofalo (D&L)

 Senator Yudichak and Elissa Garofalo (D&L)

Senator Yudichak and Cindy Dunn, PA Secretary of Conservation and Natural Resources



5

2018 Annual Report

 

Leaving a Lasting Legacy –
The Bierly Estate Conservation Easement
On July 6, 2015, George W. Bierly 
passed away at the age of 93. He 
and his wife Betty were always full of 
adventure and found their “heaven 
on earth” on their 106-acre farm in 
Sweet Valley, PA. George’s sense of 
humor brightened many lives.

George was a successful 
businessman and leader in his 
community. He graduated from 
Bucknell Junior College, Wilkes-
Barre, in 1940 and went on to earn 
a graduate degree in engineering 
from Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) in 1943. From 
1943 to 1945 he was honored to 
serve his country in Italy during 
World War II.

George wanted to ensure that his 
beloved Sweet Valley farm would 
be protected in perpetuity from 
any development. He consulted 
his attorney and directed in his 
will that the farm be donated to an 
organization capable of ensuring
the preservation of its natural 
character. After George’s death, the 
executor of his estate was referred 
to North Branch Land Trust. The 
Estate and NBLT together concluded 
that donating the property, with 

permission to sell it subject to a 
conservation easement, would be 
the best approach to protect the 
farm forever.

On August 21, 2018, NBLT 
permanently protected 100 acres of 
the Bierly Farm with the recording 
of a conservation easement at 
the Luzerne County Courthouse. 
Establishing a conservation 
easement fulfi lled Mr. Bierly’s wishes 
while supporting the conservation 
mission of the Land Trust. His estate 
was entitled to a tax deduction for 
the donation and NBLT was able 
to protect another beautiful farm 
including its old growth timber and 
stunning stone walls.

There are many ways you can 
ensure that the property you love 
is protected forever. The Internal 
Revenue Service has determined 
that the permanent protection of 
woods, forests, and fi elds is worthy 
of a tax deduction for individuals 
or estates. To learn more about 
all the available land conservation 
options and tax savings, please 
contact NBLT at 570-310-1781 or 
email info@nblt.org. Thank you for 
considering conserving your land.
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easement fulfi lled Mr. Bierly’s wishes 
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Three Land Projects Completed on
the Penobscot Mountain Highlands
The Penobscot Mountain Highlands, 
which frames the southern border 
of the Wyoming Valley along with 
highlands in Mountain Top and Bear 
Creek, are listed in the Luzerne County 
Open Space and Recreation Master 
Plan and the Luzerne County Natural 
Areas Inventory as high priority areas 
for conservation due to their scenic 
beauty and unique habitat for a host 
of plant and animal species. North 
Branch continues to work in these 
areas and is happy to report that in 
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2018 three additional conservation 
projects were completed.

Little Wilkes-Barre Mountain 
Acquisition, Newport Twp. - In 
keeping with NBLT’s strategic 
conservation plan to protect the 
Penobscot Mountain Highlands, the 
Land Trust worked with one of its 
great conservation partners, Earth 
Conservancy, and acquired from 
them 1,131-acres of prime forests, 
fi elds, and streams on Little Wilkes-
Barre Mountain. Some of this land 
had been mined for coal and was in 
rough shape, but Earth Conservancy 
stepped in and reclaimed much of the 
scarred area. The property has a native 
brook trout stream, wonderful stands 
of pines and hemlocks, and fi elds of 
native grasses. Thanks to a grant from 
the Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources and funding from 
the Bureau of Forestry, NBLT was able 
to acquire the property and transfer it 
into the State Forest system. It is now 
available for the public to enjoy.

The Bear Creek Properties 
Acquisition, Crystal Lake - This 
389-acre tract of land at the southern 
edge of the Pocono Plateau is quite 
amazing because it literally straddles 
both the Delaware and Susquehanna 
River watersheds. It is also contiguous 
to many thousands of acres of State 
Forest and State Game lands. In 
2016 NBLT approached the out-of-

town landowner about conserving 
the property and the landowner was 
interested in selling it outright. With 
its unique wetlands, bogs, and scrub 
lands along with its proximity to 
Crystal Lake, the property was one 
NBLT wanted to acquire. In 2017 
the Land Trust was fortunate to be 
awarded a grant from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (DCNR) Bureau 
of Recreation and Conservation 
Community Conservation Partnership 
Program with funding from the 
Keystone Recreation, Park, and 
Conservation Fund, and the Open 
Space Institute’s Delaware River 
Watershed Protection Fund which 
is made possible with funding from 
the William Penn Foundation for its 
Delaware River Watershed Initiative 
to protect water quality in the 
Delaware River Basin. NBLT closed 
on the property in August 2018 and 
transferred it to the PA Pinchot
State Forest.

The Faber Conservation Easement 
II, Bear Creek - Eberhard and Mary 
Louise Faber conserved their lovely 
231-acre property in 2007. In 2017 
an adjoining property, part of Bear 
Creek Village founder Albert Lewis’s 
original estate, came up for sale. This 
79-acre parcel has frontage on Ten 
Mile Run and Red Run, headwater 
streams for the Bear Creek, and the 
Lehigh and Delaware Rivers. The 
Faber’s purchased the property and in 
the summer of 2018 NBLT rolled it into 
their existing conservation easement.
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VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR — Michael Tonkin
Michael Tonkin of Duryea, Pennsylvania was 
named NBLT’s 2018 Volunteer of the Year and 
was recognized in November at the annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Get-Together held at 
Sabatini’s Bottleshop and Bar in Exeter. Mike was 
chosen to receive this award for his commitment, 
reliability, and sense of adventure as a volunteer 
land monitor. Volunteer land monitors visit NBLT’s 
60 conserved land easements yearly to be certain 
that the properties are in compliance with the 
terms of the conservation agreement. Rylan 
Coker, NBLT’s Land Protection and Stewardship 
Coordinator stated, “It is volunteers like Mike who 
help NBLT in its mission of land conservation.” 
Three cheers for Mike!

WELCOME TO NEW BOARD MEMBERS

2018 Annual ReportPeter Butera Mollie Maseychik Guy Rothery Fred Valentine

The NBLT welcomed four new board members: 
Peter Butera, Mollie Maseychik, Guy Rothery,
and Fred Valentine. Peter, Mollie, Guy, and
Fred bring their talents and professional skills 

in the areas of fi nance and business to help 
the NBLT with its land conservation mission 
throughout Northeastern Pennsylvania.

TO ALL OF NBLT’S VOLUNTEERS
An extra special THANK YOU to all of NBLT’s dedicated volunteers! Volunteers are

the life blood of the Land Trust and whether you are attending meetings, stuffi ng 
thousands of envelopes for mailings, monitoring conserved properties, restoring an old 
house and barn, building trails, clearing brush, leading hikes, planting trees, or hauling 

trash, you are most appreciated! The Land Trust is honored that you are willing to 
donate your time, energy, and talents to NBLT’s land conservation mission.

Peter Butera

Fred bring their talents and professional skills Fred bring their talents and professional skills 

Mike Tonkin (left), Paul Lumia (right)
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Donors
January 1, 2018-December 31, 2018
We extend sincere thanks to the conservation-minded friends whose commitment and 
support make possible North Branch Land Trust’s efforts to conserve land and connect 
people to nature in Northeastern Pennsylvania. The donors listed on the following pages 
provided meaningful support throughout the year.

GUARDIAN SOCIETY 
HIGHLANDS GUARDIAN
$5,000 and up
Anonymous
Dr. Daniel Cohen
Eberhard & Mary Louise Faber
Hackett Philanthropies Foundation
Kenneth & Caroline Taylor Family Foundation
Kovalchik, Kollar & Co., LLP
Kristen McDonald
Paul D. Wasserott Foundation
Sordoni Family Foundation

WOODLANDS GUARDIAN
$4,999
Berkshire Asset Management
Lissa Bryan-Smith & Richard M. Smith
Canyon Ranch
Community Bank, NA
Floral Designs
Geisinger
Stacy Herb & Ryan Ness
Bill & Wilma James
Karen Labbate
Paul & Colleen Lumia
McCarthy Tire Service
Mericle Commercial Real Estate Services
Leigh Pawling
Riggs Asset Management Company
Simon & Co. Jewelers
Fred Valentine
Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC
Wilkes University
Dr. Thomas G. & Janis R. Winter

RIVER GUARDIAN
$1,000
Anonymous
Sumit & Namrata Agrawal
Dan & Sarah Block
Boden
Peter & Lesa Butera
Ed & Jenn Ciarimboli
Bill & Ruth Corcoran
Charlotte Dickinson
Dundee Gardens
Barry H. Dyller, Esq. & The Honorable Lesa S. Gelb
K en & Lena Easley
Earth Conservancy
Ryan & Katie Flood
Friends of Howland Preserve
Golden Business Machines, Inc.
Guthrie Mitchell Insurance Agency
Highway Equipment & Supply Co.

Frank & Molly Hoegen
Hourigan, Kluger & Quinn, P.C.
James and Florence DePolo Foundation
Benjamin R. Jones, IV
Clayton & Theresa Karambelas
Ann R. Lewis
M&T Charitable Foundation
Kevin & Helen McDonald
Metz Family Foundation Inc
Mohegan Sun Arena at Casey Plaza
NorthPoint Development LLC
Tony & Elaine Palischak
RiverFront Parks Committee
Guy & Christine Rothery
Vince & Eileen Scarpetta
David & Laurie Schwager
James & Susan A. Shoemaker
Mann & Sandra Shoffner
Matthew Sordoni
Gary J. & Allyson Swartz, Jr.
Trey & Christina Taylor
Valentine’s Jewelry
Watkins Dental Group
Michael & Caitlin Weaver
John & Maggie Zembruski
Dr. William & Irene Ziegler

BENEFACTOR
$999-$500
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
BB&T Branch Banking & Trust Co.
Damien & Rachel Blanchard
Brooks Bollman
Anthony T.P. Brooks & Matthew Malani
Sarah P. Carr
William H. & Christina L. Conyngham
Andrew & Molly Cornell
Jay & Valerie Delaney
Thomas Dorko
Frank & Cynthia Dutter
First National Bank of Pennsylvania
Capt. & Mrs. Alan B. Flanagan, USN (Ret)
Gertrude Hawk Chocolates
Robert Grajewski & Susan Garing
Green Owl Provisions
Robert & Carol Hoppy
David & Sharon Hourigan
Humford Equities, Inc.
Huntsville Golf Club
InterMetro Industries
Jack Williams Tire Company, Inc.
Nell-Ann Kappler 
Stephen B. & Estella Killian
King’s College

Turkey eggs in nest at base of a tree

Neoscona domiciliorum a.k.a.
Spotted orbweaver
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Dr. William Krah III
John W. & Elizabeth Lloyd
Mary Martin & Bill Barber
Bryan & Amy Maseychik
Jean E. Mieczkowski
Guthrie Mitchell
Thomas & Andrea Mosca
Richard & Georgia Nause
Terence & Margaret Neville
Penn State Wilkes-Barre
Peoples Security Bank & Trust
Jeff & Leah Popple
Matt Pugh
John & Bonnie Reese
William B. Sordoni, deceased
Kay Strickland & Tom Delehanty
Strive Multisport
Terrana Law, P.C.
The Black Horse Foundation, Inc.
The Straub Family Fund of

The Luzerne Foundation
The Tambur Family Foundation
The Westmoreland Club
The Yudichak Family Lighthouse Fund of

The Luzerne Foundation
Trion Industries, Inc.
UGI Penn Natural Gas, Inc.
Visit Luzerne County
David L. Wagner & Elizabeth Cecil
Bob & Maureen Whipple
Rick Williams & Linda Casey
John Zikoski & Ruth Lesavage

LEADER
$499-$250
Senator Lisa Baker
Bakker & Lewis Architects
Edward Banaszek, Jr
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Chris & Eileen Blazic
Borton Lawson Engineering, Inc.
buka
Mike Burnside
Dr. Michael & Deborah Klayman Callahan

Capulet
Lee Case & Graysha Harris
Char & Company
Stephen Chronowski
Frank E.P. & Marion Conyngham
Michael & Meg Cramton
Mark & Traci Cross
Phil & Judy Decker
Joseph & Nan DeMarco
Allan & Debra Dick
Jim & Laura Dickson
Dr. Keith & Maria Dorton
Mike & Rachael Dziak
Charles & Cynthia Eckman
Endless Mountain Outfi tters
Environmental Club of Wyoming Seminary

Lower School
Paula Fall & Brian Gettig
Dan & Annie Fierman
Robert & Stephanie Finlay
Dr. Seth & Carolyn Fisher
Judd B. & Dianne Fitze
Joe & Paula Gilchrist
Dr. Gretta Gross
Harold C. Snowdon Home for Funerals, Inc
Haven’s Kitchen
Louise Hazeltine
Honeyhole Longbeards Chapter NWTF
James & Eileen Hoyson
Jerry & Marian Hiester Idec
George Isaacs
Jacobi Capital Management
Amy S. Johnson
Maribeth Jones
Joe & Pete Kneidinger
Thomas R. Kneidinger
Deborah Lapidus
Edward & Marian Lemke
Carol Lizell
Luzerne Bank
M&T Bank
Mainstreet Galleries
Richard Maslow
Master Garment Cleaners

Cathy McHugh
Dave & Carolyn McLaughlin-Smith
Bryan T. & Anne McManus
MCR Productions
Daniel & Shelley Meuser
Scott & Marilyn Millington
Morda Kotch & Associates PC
PA American Water
Patagonia Environmental Programs
Shep Pawling
John J. Pekarovsky III
Robert A. Piccone
Art & Sandy Piccone
PNC Bank
Kenneth M. & Eileen Pollock
Power Engineering
Procter & Gamble Paper Products Co.
Sarah Pugh
Rainbow Jewelers
Dr. David & Judy Rimple
Ringneck Ridge Inc.
Virginia G. Rivers
Stephen & Adina Rosenthal
Rutkoski Fencing, Inc.
Matthew Sciabacucchi

Shooze
Drs. Henry F. & Catherine Smith, Jr.
Lillian D. Smith
Jon Sordoni
Sprau & Clements Dentistry
Sandra Stewart
John S. Thalenfeld
The Fund of Luzerne County of

The Luzerne Foundation
The Hazzouri Group at Morgan Stanley
Barbara A. Toczko-Maculloch &

George Maculloch
Michael Tomalis & Theresa Gatusky
Bruce & Roberta Troy
Marleen Troy
Dr. Carl R. Urbanski
Valley Aviation, Inc.

Artist Earl Lehman giving an art lesson to Tunkhannock area students at Howland Preserve

Conservation easement in Bear Creek
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Varsity Garden Center
Alan Viani & Jane Morgenstern
WBS Penguins
Greg & Mia Weaver
Robert & Jeanette Williams

PATRON
$249-$100
3 Sisters
John & Beth Aciukewicz
Joe Ackourey & Cheri Balmer
Acton Technologies, Inc.
Paul & Jean Adams
Allen H. & Margaret W. Alexander
Nancy Alonzo
Russ Andrews
Assured Partners of NEPA
Aura Salon
Dr. Donna Ayers & Alan Snelson
Kermit & Sally Ayres
Baby Vogue Boutique
Jenn Banks Santo
Bassler Equipment Co.
Cindy Beaumariage & Rick Mooney
Dorrance R. & Susan Belin
Benco Family Foundation
Penny Bianconi & Charles Erwine
David & Phyllis Billings
Karen Blum
Paul & Donna Bookstein
Borwick’s Performance Hi-Fidelty
Barbara Bradley
Bill & Carole Burak
Joseph Butkiewicz & Carole Poggi 
CANTEEN 900
Carrick Family
Robert L. Carson
Dr. Alfred & Mary Casale
Thomas & Patricia Finan Castellano
Central Clay Products, Inc
Chic Chic Marketplace
Greg & Marcia Coleman

Colours
Cook’s Pharmacy
Cork Bar & Restaurant
Andy & Marsha Costello
Creekside Gardens
John & Patricia Cremer
Steven & Bethany Crompton
Cross Valley Chiropractic
Danko’s All American Fitness
George & Carol Daru
Diane Davies & Sara Thompson
Dwight & Molly Davis
James & Jodee DeFinnis
Dr. Patrick J. DeGennaro
John & Patti Della Rosa
Walter & Charlotte Derhammer
David & Laura DeVoe
Eric & Susan Dove
Kathleen F. Dunsmuir
Elk Mountain Ski Resort
Embellish Home Accents
Erwine Home Health and Hospice, Inc.
F.M. Kirby Center for the Performing Arts
Feld Entertainment, Inc
Dr. Herbert Fellerman
Fidelity Bank
David Filer & Ashley Milne-Tyte
James & Elizabeth Flannery
Forks Farm
Dr. Louis & Nancy Freedman
Miriam Garey
Linda Gearhart
Warren & Margaret Glass
William M. Gleason & Sandra Gardosik
Sherry Goldwein
James & Janice Gorman
John & Patricia Graham
Thomas & Judith Hall
Sid Halsor & Cydney Faul-Halsor
George A. Hart
Harveys Lake Veterinary Clinic
Leigh Ann Henry

Hillard House Inn
William E. Hine, Jr.
Anne & Frouke Holmes-de Quillettes
Honesdale National Bank
Ted & Patty Horn
Angela Hosey
Howard & Julianne Daly Charitable Gift Fund
Frank, Alice, Andy & Christina Hughes
Idlewild Ski Shop
Donn & Theresa Innes
Len Janus
Dave & Kate Jenkins
Susan D. Jolley
Robyn Jones
Wendell & Kathy Jones
David & Terrell Juth
Kalinosky Landscaping Inc
Bill, Kim & Kaelee Kane
Marcella Kelly
Gerard Kipp
Koch’s Turkey Farm
John P. Konicki, D.D.S.
Anthony J. & Vivian Korch
David A. Kovalchik, CPA
Kronick, Kalada, Berdy, & Co.
Allen Kropiewnicki
Debra Krysicki
John J. & Jill V. Kryston
Dr. William J. & Nancie Krywicki
Kurlancheek Home Furnishings
Ronne Kurlancheek & Joel Zitofsky
Bob & Jan Larmouth
Michael & Patricia M. Last
Kathleen Leclerc
Bob & Shirley Leitner
Leverage Fitness Studio
William Lewis
Linde Corporation
Lockard Surveying & Mapping
Dr. William & Becky Loftus
Loren J. Grossman, DMD
Jim Luce
Dr. Kurt D. & Sylvia Maas
Peter & Cindy Mailloux
Howard L. Mantle
Marquis Art and Frame
Martin’s Restaurant
Martz Travel
Mollie Maseychik
Allison L. Maslow
Hillary Maslow
Kris Medic & Bruce Thomason
Medico Industries
Gretchen Melnyk
Melt Hot Yoga
Mick & Judy Mertz
T. Bryant Mesick
Metz Culinary Management
Midway Garden Center
Bruce Miles
Mill Race Golf & Camping Resort
Mitchell Real Estate
Cindy Post Mitchell
Walter & Connie Mitchell
Joseph & Linda Molitoris

Working farm
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Jack & Valerie Monick
Dr. Phil & Rev. Barbara Muntzel
James & Mary Ann Murphy
Barry & Marilyn O’Boyle
Joseph O’Connor
Odyssey Fitness Center
Thomas M. Ogorzalek
Old Tioga Farm
Panzitta Enterprises, Inc.
James & Colleen Panzitta
Kathy Pape
John & Katie Parsons
Perennial Point
Joseph L. & Patrice Persico
Ken & Nancy Kaiser Pidcock
Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeons &

Skin Care Center of NEPA
Daniel Pope
Kevin Proctor
Paul & Rachelle Pryor
Thomas & Christine Pugh
R.B. Packaging Innovations LLC
Charles A. & Mary Annette Rawls
Barbara Reel
Harry & Liz Reich
Robert S. Maseychik Agency, Inc
Russell B. Roberts & Elizabeth Fulton
James & Barbara Rogers
Roof Pro Inc
J. David & Joan Roskos
Phillip Roth
Robert & Michelle Rowlands
Marshall & Anne Rumbaugh
Bill & Joanne Runner
Theron I. & Pam Russell
Rustique
Sa-ka-ri Salon & Spa
Marilyn Santarelli
Wilma A. Schierer
Charlie & Helen Schwarz 
Dan Scott
Sally Shea
Annette Sheldon

Wendy Shortz
Showroom 56
Bonnie Silvetti
Paul & Millie Slocum
Rebecca F. Smith
Darren Snyder & Kelly Bray Snyder
Space and Time Professional Organizers
Dr. George F. & Cathy Speace II
Robert Stanley & Wilhelmina Hailstone
Doug & Barbara Straub
Jennifer Stull
Joe & Keiko Stusnick
Susquehanna Brewing Co.
Stephen Taren
Ross Tewksbury
The Greater Wyoming Valley Chamber
The Katyl Agency
The Luzerne Foundation
The Upstairs Gallery
James & Marie Thomas
Thrive Wellness Center
Tinton Pots & Plants
Barry & Shirley Trievel
Trinity Artisans
Lenny Trolio
Verve Vertu Art Studio
VIVE Health & Fitness
Mark Warshal
Dr. William & Patti Watkins
Robert & Irene Wendoloski
Brian & Anne Wertz
Alixandra L.C. Westbrook
Wet Paint
Bruce & Gert Whipple
White House Diner
Wilkes-Barre Family YMCA
Gary Williams
Eric & Anne Woelfel
Craig & Karen Yarrish
Suzanne M. Young
Yuki’s Boutique
Mark & Megon Zander
Shari Zweig Morgart

ADVOCATE
$99-$50
AmberDonia Bakery
Dr. Joseph & Maureen Anistranski
Back Mountain Bloomers Garden Club
Bennie’s Nurseries
Melody Buck
Richard N. Bollman
Judge A. Richard & Rosemary Caputo
Mike & Alene Case
Donald J. & Rose Ann Casey
Paula Chaiken & Joe Kraus
Dr. Carl & Susan Charnetski
Rob Coburn
James & Kate Crowley
Neal & Heather D’Angelo
Dave & Roberta Daniels
Bill Dantona
Stan & Pattie Davies
Dr. Wayne & Bonnie Dombroski
Mark Drumin
Edward’s Garden Center
Sanford & Maryann Evans
EZ Chair Lawncare, LLC
John C. & Joan S. Foster
Ed & Georgeann Frey
Patricia Genetti

George Burger & Sons
Joe & Steve Germick
Maureen Givnin-Haas
Rich & Bonnie Gower
Grico’s Restaurant
Groomingdell’s
Evelyn Hagen
Ellie Harding & David Birchler
Dr. Jon & Beverly Hart
Woody Haydt
Rodney Heckert
Carol Hussa
Ray & Julie Iwanowski
Beverly Johnson

Patricia Genetti

Lillian’s Pond, George and Lillian Picton Wildlife Sanctuary

Ramaria – orange coral mushroom
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NBLT makes every effort to ensure the accuracy of these 
listings. If you fi nd an omission or a misspelling, please

excuse our error and contact us at smith@nblt.org or call
(570) 310-1781 to update our records for future donor listings.

Bruce & Linda Kleinberger
Constance Kozel
Brian & Rita Lacey
Gary & Benedetta Lawrence
Edward Lawrence & Catherine McLaughlin
Marie Lewis
John & Janeann Lokken
Matterns Floral & Boutique
Dr. Matthew & Susan Berger
Bob & Nancy Mayer
Sandy McGovern
John & Doris McQuade
Clarence J. & Morag E. Michael
Palmira Gregory Miller
Russell G. Newell
Verlon & Mary Lou Nichols
Constance Orchard
Ken Osiecki
John & Mickie Ostrum
Christine Owens
Vance Packard & Bonnie Smith
Joseph & Nancy Paddock
Edward & Judy Palka
Joseph & Rose Marie Panzitta
Dale & Ellen Parmenteri
Anne Pelak
James Perna
Charlie & Marion Boyle Petrillo
Michele Phillips
Dave Reel & Mimi Kaufman
Dr. Donald J. Reese
Reeves Rent-A-John, Inc.
John Riccetti
Judy Rice
James P. Ridolfi  & Marguerite Glaser
Linda Jo Robbins
Michele Schasberger & Michael Polgar
Scott Serafi n
Daniel & Bonnie Shane
Maya Shikhman
Joe & Rose Slusark
Bob & Ellen Smith
Richard Snowdon
Social Fabric Collective
Linda Sproul
Richard D. & Marilyn Stark
Studio M
Sugar Plum Chocolates
Tallulah
Steven & Joan Taylor
Jon Thomas
Michael Tonkin & Estelle Stevens
Bob & Catherine Veleker

Dr. Brian E. Whitman
Wild Birds Unlimited
Woodside Trust
Raymond Youngblood
Ed & Amber Zygmunt

SPONSOR
$49-$35
Jane Albright
Lynn K. Aldrich
Marla Anthony
Nancy Baker
Charles M. & Denny Barber
Beckwith Maples
John & Sandra Bensinger
John & Darlene Bero
Michael Bertram
Kathryn Byrnes
Christine Erb
Everhart Museum of Natural History, Science, & Art
Jeanette Godlewski
Michael M. Gondell
Jack & Jean Hanish
Ira & Deborah Hufford
Daniel & Hyon Kim
Nikki LaVenda
Janice Lohmann
Marianne Lurie
Dave & Diane Madl
Sandra McNicol
Bob Mercando
Rep. Gerald Mullery
Bob Quarteroni
Donald Rood & Beverly Mason
Damien Rutkoski
Joan Schooley & Fred Willauer
David Searfoss
Jean Smith
Brent & Jill Snowdon
Theresa Palischak Stewart
Alison Zurawski

SUPPORTER
Under $35
Debbie Alunni & Jeff Baran
Barbara Barnes
Bartolai Winery
John & Mavourneen Boner
Fran Browne
Candice Cilvik
Rylan Coker & Rebecca Lane
Barbara Craig, RSM
Loretta Daubert
Barbara Davis
Sharon Davis
Dietrich Theater
Judith Dinofrio
Liliana Dinu
Olga Dukinas
Dymonds by Kate
Allysan Edwards
Endless Mountains Nature Center
Carole Ertley
Jamie Evans
Kim Gardner
Harold J. Golomb Farm
Mike Hewitt

Fred & Vall Hill
Jack & Karen Hoover
Robert C. & Nancy Houck
MaryAnn Hovan
Ronald R. & Cheryl D. Jeckell
Jeanne Kapral
KB’s Coffee House
Barb Kilgallon
Charles Kinsman
David & Patricia Kowalek
Catherine Kriel
Brad Kurlancheek
Lisa Kuter
Krystle Lampan
Rachel Leskosky
Little Lenny’s Cheesecake Factory
Mary Ann Luton
Lisa Makara
Philip & Kathy Marino
Fred Melvin
Gabriela Moustardas
Diane L. Nagle & Joseph G. Schneiderite
Donna Ondish
Richard & Barbara Parry
Margaret Pizzi
Jim & Linda Pravlik
Karen Puscavage
Kevin & Adele Reilly
Lawrence & Wilma Richards
Mark Rutkowski
Ronald Schrieber
Robert Simkonis
Jennifer Smith
John & Sharon Stevens
Marypat Tang
Joanne Taras
The Cafe
The Frederick Stegmaier Mansion
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Thompson
Marcie Walsh
Regina Williams
Martin & Kathy Wise
Jim & Rebecca Wolfe
Lauren Zluchowski

GIFTS IN MEMORIAL
Donations were made in
memory of the following:
Donna Illuzzi
Sera Jane
John N. Shoemake r

GIFTS IN HONORARIUM
Donations were made in
honor of the following:
Paul & Colleen Lumia
Dr. Carl Urbanski

MATCHING GIFTS
The following organizations
matched donations from members:
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Bank of America Charitable Foundation

Anaxyrus americanus, American toad
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Financial Information
North Branch Land Trust fi nancial statements 
are prepared on the accrual basis of accounting 
in accordance with standards established by the 
Financial Accounting Standards Board (FASB) 
for external fi nancial reporting by non-profi t 
organizations. The charts below provide a 
breakdown of where our operating funds come 
from and how they are spent. As a community 
based non-profi t, the Trust relies heavily on 
contributions from individuals, businesses, and 
foundations within its service area. The Trust staff 
spends the majority of its time and resources on 
land conservation projects and education and 
outreach activities. All funds raised stay local!

REVENUE BY SOURCE
Contributed Support  75.17%
Earned Revenues  16.34%
Special Events   8.49%
 TOTAL 100.00%

EXPENSES BY TYPE
Program Services  82.45%
Administrative  10.92%
Fundraising   6.63%
 TOTAL 100.00%

At year end 2018, North Branch Land Trust assets 
stood at about $6.2 million dollars, 82% of which 
are non-liquid land assets and assets set aside to 
monitor and defend conserved lands.

Currently the Trust has a modest endowment to 
help fund the organization’s operations. However, 
this endowment is not large enough to support the 
entire budget and additional funds must be raised 
on an annual basis. It is the goal of the North 
Branch Land Trust staff and Board of Directors to 
grow this endowment to a level that will support a 
robust conservation budget and the advancement 
of the Trust’s land conservation mission in 
Northeastern Pennsylvania. Thank you for your 
continued support!

Contributed Support
Earned Revenues
Special Events

Program Services
Administrative
Fundraising

2018 Board of Directors and Staff

COMMITTEES
Annual Dinner
Stacey Fay and Maggie Zembruski,
 Dinner Co-Chairs
James T. Shoemaker, Esq.,
 Master of Ceremonies
Anthony T.P. Brooks
Lissa Bryan-Smith
Ruth Corcoran
Kathleen Dunsmuir
James R. Gorman
Elizabeth Hughes
Holly Kelleher
Karen Labbate
Paul Lumia
Cathy McHugh
Marilyn Millington
Terri Morgan
Rachel Pugh-Blanchard
Barbara Romanansky
Rebecca F. Smith
Jill Snowdon
Maureen Whipple
Lena Williams
Alison Zurawski

Development
James T. Shoemaker, Esq., Chair
Ruth Corcoran
Barry H. Dyller, Esq.
Paul Lumia
Barbara Romanansky

Event Planning
Charlene Wildes, Chair
Allan Dick
Deb Dick
Paula Fall
Tina Fiorani
Brian Gettig
Ellie Harding
Jim Ridolfi 

Finance
Stacey Fay, Chair
Ryan Flood
Paul Lumia
James T. Shoemaker, Esq.
Gary J. Swartz, Jr.
Scott W. Watkins, DMD
Maureen Whipple

Governance
Christina Dilks Taylor, Chair
Ramah Hackett
Elizabeth Eckman Lloyd
Paul Lumia
Phil A. Muntzel
James T. Shoemaker, Esq.
Michael D. Weaver
John L. Zembruski, Esq.
Fred Valentine

Howland Preserve Exploratory 
Vince A. Scarpetta, Chair
Stacey Fay
Joshua D. Katyl
Guthrie Mitchell
Gary J. Swartz, Jr.
Christina Dilks Taylor
John L. Zembruski, Esq.

Land
Rylan Coker, Chair
Sarah P. Carr
Barry H. Dyller, Esq.
Elizabeth Eckman Lloyd
Ellen Parmenteri
John J. Pekarovsky III
Brian Stahl, Esq.
Michael M. Stair
D. Kay Strickland
Fred Valentine

Mailing Volunteers
Sarah P. Carr
Suzanne Druffner
Carol Lizell
Jan Lohmann
Constance Orchard
Elaine Palischak
Tony Palischak
Paul Pryor
Rachelle Pryor
Mary Annette Rawls
Bruce Troy
Roberta Troy
Charlene Wildes
Gary Williams

DIRECTORS
James T. Shoemaker, Esq. ........................................................................................................ Chair
Christina Dilks Taylor .......................................................................................................Vice Chair
Stacey Fay ........................................................................................................................ Treasurer
John L. Zembruski, Esq. .................................................................................................... Secretary

Peter M. Butera
Ruth Corcoran
Barry H. Dyller, Esq.
Ryan Flood
Ramah Hackett

Guy F. Rothery
Vincent A. Scarpetta
Gary J. Swartz, Jr.
Fred Valentine
Scott W. Watkins, DMD

STAFF
Paul Lumia ..................................................................................................Executive Director
Rylan Coker .......................................................... Land Protection & Stewardship Coordinator
Paula Fall ...................................................................... Land Steward & Activities Coordinator
Barbara Romanansky ........................................................................ Director of Development
Rebecca F. Smith .............................................................................Communications Director
Maureen Whipple ....................................................................................Offi ce Administrator
Lena Williams ............................................... Social Media & Communication Associate Intern

Joshua D. Katyl
Elizabeth Eckman Lloyd
Mollie Maseychik
Guthrie Mitchell
John J. Pekarovsky III

Picton Wildlife
Sanctuary Management
Tina Fiorani, Chair
Rylan Coker
Paula Fall
Brian Gettig
Mike Gondell
Ellie Harding
Jim Ridolfi 
Bob Romanansky
Rebecca F. Smith
Charlene Wildes

Renewal of Accreditation
Paul Lumia, Chair
Rylan Coker
Barbara Romanansky 
Rebecca F. Smith
Maureen Whipple

Risk Management
Stacey Fay, Chair
Rylan Coker
Guthrie Mitchell
Scott W. Watkins, DMD

Strategic Planning
James T. Shoemaker, Esq., Chair
Stacey Fay
Paul Lumia
Christina Dilks Taylor
John L. Zembruski, Esq.

Taste the Local Harvest
Barbara Romanansky, Chair
Stacey Fay
Paul Lumia
Mollie Maseychik
Cathy McHugh
Terri Morgan
Scott Simko
Rebecca F. Smith
Maureen Whipple

Volunteer
Property Monitors
John Bensinger
Sandy Bensinger
Cindy Beaumariage
Tina Fiorani
Bri an Gettig
Mike Gondell
Bob Romanansky
D. Kay Strickland
Mike Tonkin
Fred Valentine
Charlene Wildes
Edward Zygmunt

Partridge berries



In 2018, North Branch Land Trust launched its 
new giving club, the Guardian Society, comprised 
of individuals, businesses, and foundations who 
donate $1,000 or more annually to NBLT. With its 
own branding and logo, the Guardian Society is 
a way to acknowledge those donors and includes 
three levels of giving:

❑ River Guardian .....................................$1,000
❑ Woodlands Guardian ...........................$2,500
❑ Highlands Guardian ..............................$5,000+ 

The Charter Members of the Guardian Society were 
recognized at a gathering on November 14, 2018, 
and are listed in the Donors section of this report. 
We encourage others to become members and 
take adva ntage of the Guardian Society’s benefi ts 
which include exclusive invitation-only events, 
complementary tickets to Taste the Local Harvest 
and The Annual Dinner & Auctions, personal 
guided tours of privately owned conserved land, 
acknowledgement of your exceptional generosity 
in NBLT newsletters and Annual Report, and the 
recognition of being a Guardian Society member. 

Your membership at the $1,000 level or above will 
help increase the pace of land conservation
in Northeastern Pennsylvania and ensure a legacy 
for all generations to come: the opportunity for 
children to experience nature and have it always 
be part of their lives. For more information or to 
inquire about ways to give, please call or email 
Barb Romanansky, Director of Development at
(570) 310-1781 or Romanansky@nblt.org

Rylan and a friendly snapping 
turtle at Hanover pond.

Paddling the Susquehanna

 A Pileated woodpecker was here!

Grass pink orchid, Valmont Bog

Helping hands Lithobates sylvatica, Wood frog
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Working together, we can conserve
the places in nature that we cherish
and leave a legacy for all generations
to come: the opportunity for children
to experience nature and have it always 
be part of their lives.

Membership in North Branch Land Trust
Helps Conserve What Matters Most! 

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP, BECOME 
A NEW MEMBER, OR GIVE A GIFT 
MEMBERSHIP TODAY!
THE GUARDIAN SOCIETY

❑ Highlands Guardian ......................$ 5,000+
❑ Woodlands Guardian ....................$ 2,500
❑ River Guardian ..............................$ 1,000

❑ Protector ............................................$ 500
❑ Conservator .......................................$ 250
❑ Sustainer ............................................$ 100
❑ Steward..............................................$ 50

Membership at any level runs July 1 to June 30

MATCHING GIFT PROGRAM

Does your company have a matching gift 
program? Please enclose your matching gift 
form with your membershipi donation.

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

Name(s): __________________________________

Address: ___________________________________

City _______________________________________

State, Zip: _________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________

Email: _____________________________________

Does your company have a matching gift 
program? Please enclose your matching gift 
form with your membershipi donation.

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO:
NORTH BRANCH LAND TRUST
251 Huntsville-Idetown Road
Dallas, PA 18612 
Or to make a donation online, visit www.nblt.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEND AN EMAIL TO
INFO@NBLT.ORG OR CALL THE OFFICE AT (570) 310-1781

❑ Please remove my name for your mailing list.
North Branch Land Trust is a nonprofi t 501(c)(3) organization. Your contribution is tax deductible to the fullest extent permitted

by law. A copy of the offi cial registration and fi nancial information may be obtained from the PA Department of State.
Call 800-732-0999. Registration does not imply endorsement

What’s under those lily pads?
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The times I spent with my 
children in nature are among 

my most meaningful memories 
– and I hope theirs.

~ Richard Louv

Birthday tree planting tradition begins.

PHOTO CREDITS:
MIKE BURNSIDE – Page 10: Working farm; Page 13: Partridge berries

PAULA FALL – Page 2: Young hiker; Page 3: C. B. F. tree planting;
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